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Insights & Analysis

• There is still much room for improvement regarding trust in the administration of elections: 
voters believe the administration of elections in Georgia is getting either less trustworthy 
(33%) or staying the same (32%). Just 22% believe it is getting more trustworthy.

• Republicans largely fall in line with the topline numbers: 36% say less trustworthy, 28% 
staying the same, and 23% more trustworthy.

• Voters 55+ (28% more trustworthy) and Black voters (28% more trustworthy) stand out 
as believing the administration of Georgia elections is getting more trustworthy. Non-
college women stand out in the other direction (40% less trustworthy).

• Voters show much less trust for the administration of elections in the United States as a 
whole – 57% say less trustworthy, 20% about the same, and 17% more.

• Republican voters have more trust nationally (29% more trustworthy) than in Georgia, 
but 46% say less trustworthy and 25% about the same.

• Overall, voters show little trust from the top down for institutional images to do the right thing 
with heavy uncertainty for lesser-known officials, and defined figures polarizing opinions.

• There is a staunch level of distrust for Trump (-14 trust) with much more trust for 
Kemp (+14 trust). Kemp garners more trust the Trump across the board, especially 
among voters 55+ and non-college voters.

• Brad Raffensperger also enjoys net positive trust (+5 overall). He is strongest with 
D’s (+17 trust) and I’s (+7 trust), but moderately underwater with R’s (-6 trust).

• Over half are “unsure” on Gabriel Sterling, Chris Carr, and Burt Jones.

• The people who administer elections and count ballots (+12 trust) are much more 
trusted than the Georgia State Election Board (-6 trust), which is largely trusted by just 
Democrats.



Insights & Analysis

• Trust in Georgia’s election administration shows improvement from 2020 to 2024 as only 
17% believe the 2024 election had widespread fraud or process errors that altered results 
(down from 37% for 2020), and 2026 is right in the middle – 26% anticipate widespread fraud 
or process errors.

• Among Republican voters, the positive progression is even more drastic – 66% say 
there was widespread fraud in 2020, 16% in 2024, and 26% anticipate it in 2026.

• Non-college voters show the greatest level of concern over fraud year-over-year. 

• Republicans, Democrats, and Independents each share similar feelings about 
widespread fraud in 2024 (~16%), and all share at least +5% increased expectation of 
results-altering errors or fraud in 2026 compared to 2024. 

• Compared to other states, a slim plurality of voters believe Georgia does about the same job 
(40%) ensuring ballots are accurately cast and counted. 13% more believe Georgia does a 
better job (32%) than a worse job (19%).

• Republican voters are modestly more likely to believe the state does a worse job (26%) 
than other states with 34% saying about the same and 29% better.

• Regardless of any misgivings voters have about elections and their administration, 73% are 
likely to accept the results of national elections and 77% for the U.S. Senate race. 

• Republican voters are slightly more likely to accept the U.S. Senate race results as 
well as high-profile elections compared to all voters.

• Democrats are 5% more likely to accept results from the U.S. Senate race in Georgia 
compared to high-profile elections in other states.



Insights & Analysis

• Voters are largely divided in their opinions about mail-in voting as 50% believe it opens the 
door for fraud vs. 41% who believe it is convenient and secure.

• Opinions are split along partisan lines as 84% of Republicans believe it is fraud-prone 
compared to 79% of Democrats who think it is convenient and secure. 

• Independents are split evenly among both opinions. Information frames such as paper 
ballots/audits, photo ID, and drop-box controls consistently move voters to being more 
confident.

• Voters’ biggest concerns about the 2026 election results are election officials not following 
laws or procedures for counting ballots (79% concerned), cyber attacks affecting results 
(77% concerned), non-citizens voting (75% concerned), and court decisions changing 
election rules to close the election (74% concerned).

• Some threats arouse partisan splits, but Republican voters are aligned with the overall 
electorate on the degree of concern about most threat options.

• Looking at the three biggest threats to the election results in 2026 overall, they are (in order) 
election officials not following laws or procedures (43%), non-citizens voting (42%; driven 
by Republicans), and cyber attacks (41%).

• Court decisions changing rules close to the election came in narrowly behind (37%) as a 
threat Republicans and Democrats are both worried about.

• Deployment of federal troops (37%) is the top concern for Democrats (61%).

• There is strong agreement among overall voters (73%) and Republican voters (65%) that states 
should set and run their own elections with federal agencies having limited oversight.



Insights & Analysis

• A plurality believe SB 202 reforms made elections more secure (37%) with 21% saying less 
secure and 24% makes no difference.

• Reforms are largely seen in a positive light as Republicans stand at +30 more secure, 
Independents at +11, and Democrats +4 more secure (31% no difference).

• 85% say their in-person voting experience was either excellent (52%) or good (33%), 
and this opinion is held across partisan and ideological splits.

• Replacing machines with hand-marked ballots draws more opposition (49%) than support 
(26%). Republican voters are moderately supportive (38 support, 28 oppose) while Democrats 
provide the strongest opposition.

• Initially 70% of voters overall are confident that Georgia’s voting and ballot tabulation process 
will accurately cast and count votes in 2026. Confidence is consistent across partisan splits as 
67% of Republican voters and 77% of Democrats are confident.

• After messaging, confidence jumps 5 points to 75% overall and +11 net among Republican 
voters to 72%.

• Groups that show some of the most increased confidence after messaging include men 
55+ (+14 net), Republicans (+11), White voters (+12) high propensity voters (+9), and 
those who believe there was fraud in 2020 (+18) and 2024 (+18) .

• The most effective message overall is Election Accuracy. This message works best with 
Republicans, Independents, men under 55, in Metro ATL, swing voters, and those initially 
unsure.

• Transparency is less effective overall but works well with Democrats, women, and in the 
Surrounding ATL area.

• Photo ID is also less effective overall but works best with non-college men and in 
Southeast GA.



Insights & Analysis

• The Fulton County raid polarizes and depresses confidence among Democrat-leaning 
blocs while boosting it among Republican-leaning blocs.

• Pluralities call the FBI search very inappropriate (40%) vs. 30% very appropriate, 
driven across partisan splits. 

• Net effect on confidence splits: 44% say it makes them less confident (27% much less) 
while 33% say more confident (16% much more) - with much less concentrated among 
Harris/Democrats, urban, college-educated voters and much more among 
Trump/Republican, rural voters.

• Independents and swing voters stand at roughly +21 less confident.

• The generic 2026 ballot environment is highly polarized and competitive. The generic 
congressional ballot stands at D+4 (48 D, 44 R).

• The generic ballot for governor stands at D+2 with swing voters and Independents 
showing more support for a Republican governor than a Republican member of Congress.

• The generic ballot for secretary of state is tied 44 – 44. 

• Gabriel Sterling trails a generic Democrat 40 – 43. He runs 4 points behind a generic 
Republican, due women 55+, high propensity voters, and Republicans moving to 
undecided.

• U.S. Senate: Jon Ossoff edges the unnamed Republican (47 – 45), with clear 
partisan/racial/geo splits (Ossoff is stronger in Metro ATL, Black voters, college-educated voters, 
while the Republican is stronger in rural, White voters, non-college voters).

• The Republican primary ballots are highly undecided without a clear candidate separating 
themselves from the pack.



Insights & Analysis

• Segmentation analysis identified three voter groups:

• Dem Base/Lean Election Confident (15%) show slight confidence in election 
administration (49%) that gets a little bump after messaging (54%) and are less confident 
after the Fulton raid. They skew heavily female, under 55, moderate/liberal, most Black, 
least-educated, and are the lowest propensity voters.

• GOP Base/Lean Election Confident (46%) show confidence in election administration 
(62%) that gets a bump after messaging (69%) and are more confident after the Fulton 
raid. They skew male, 55+, most conservative, most White, most rural/small town, and are 
the highest propensity voters.

• Dem Base/Election Confident (40%) show the most confidence in election 
administration (88%) and after messaging (90%) and are the least confident after the 
Fulton raid. They skew female, under 55, most liberal, majority Black, most-educated, and 
are higher-propensity voters.



Top Priority

Which one of the following issues is the most important to you in the election for Governor?



Vote Method

How do you plan to vote in the November 2026 general election for U.S. Congress, Governor, and state offices?



GA Admin Election Trust

Would you say the administration of elections in Georgia is getting more trustworthy, less trustworthy, or staying the same?



National Admin Election Trust

Would you say the administration of elections in the United States as a whole is getting more trustworthy, less trustworthy, or staying 
the same?



Generic Congressional Ballot

If the election was held today, and you had to make a choice, would you vote for the Republican or Democratic candidate for U .S.
Congress?



Image: Donald Trump

How much do you trust or distrust Donald Trump to do the right thing?



Image: Brian Kemp

How much do you trust or distrust Brian Kemp to do the right thing?



Image: Brad Raffensperger

How much do you trust or distrust Brad Raffensperger to do the right thing?



Image: Marjorie Taylor Greene

How much do you trust or distrust Marjorie Taylor Greene to do the right thing?



Image: Chris Carr

How much do you trust or distrust Chris Carr to do the right thing?



Image: Burt Jones

How much do you trust or distrust Burt Jones to do the right thing?



Image: Stacey Abrams

How much do you trust or distrust Stacey Abrams to do the right thing?



Image: The Georgia State Election Board

How much do you trust or distrust The Georgia State Election Board to do the right thing?



Image: The people who administer elections and count 

ballots in Georgia

How much do you trust or distrust the people who administer elections and count ballots in Georgia to do the right thing?



Generic Gov Ballot General

If the general election for Governor was held today, and you had to make a choice, who would you vote for? 



Generic SoS Ballot General

If the general election for Secretary of State was held today, and you had to make a choice, who would you vote for?



Sterling SoS Ballot General - PRIVATE

If the general election for Secretary of State was held today, and you had to make a choice between the following candidates, who 
would you vote for?



Percent Change: Generic to Sterling SoS Ballot General - 

PRIVATE



U.S. Senate Ballot General

If the general election for U.S. Senate was held today, and you had to make a choice between the following candidates, who wo uld
you vote for?



Partisanship by Response

Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Democrat, Republican, or Independent?



GOP Primary Vote Method Screener

How do you plan to vote in the May 2026 Republican primary election for U.S. Congress, Governor, and state offices – if at all?



Gubernatorial GOP Primary

If the Republican primary election for Governor was held today, and you had to make a choice, who would you vote for?



Lt. Governor GOP Primary

If the Republican primary election for Lieutenant Governor was held today, and you had to make a choice, who would you vote for?



Secretary of State GOP Primary

If the Republican primary election for Secretary of State was held today, and you had to make a choice, who would you vote fo r?



U.S. Senate GOP Primary

If the Republican primary election for U.S. Senate was held today, and you had to make a choice, who would you vote for?



2020 Election Confidence

Looking back, which of the following options most closely describes your feelings about Georgia’s 2020 election process?



2024 Election Confidence

More recently, which of the following options most closely describes your feelings about Georgia’s 2024 election process?



Percent Change: 2020 to 2024 Election Confidence



2026 Election Confidence

Compared to recent elections, which of the following options most closely describes your feelings about Georgia’s upcoming 20 26 
election process?



Percent Change: 2020 to 2026 Election Confidence



Percent Change: 2024 to 2026 Election Confidence



State Process Comparison

Compared to other states in the U.S., do you think Georgia does a better job, about the same, or worse job ensuring ballots a re 
accurately cast and counted?

Better

Worse

Unsure

About the same



Percent Change: State Process Comparison

(Jan '24 to Feb '26)



State Election Result Acceptance

Regardless of who wins in the 2026 general election for U.S. Senate, how likely are you to accept the official results?



Federal Election Result Acceptance

Switching gears and thinking nationally about high-profile federal elections for U.S. House and U.S. Senate coming up in 
2026…Regardless of which party wins, how likely are you to accept the official results from federal elections in 2026?



Percent Change: State to Federal Election Result Acceptance



Mail-In Voting Preference

Which statement comes closer to your view about mail-in voting, even if neither is exactly right?



Concern About Events Affecting the 2026 Elections

Some people worry that certain events or actions could make it harder for voters to trust or accept the official results of Georgia’s 
2026 elections. For each of the following, please indicate how concerned you are about it affecting the 2026 elections.



Concern About Events Affecting the 2026 Elections 

Heatmap - Concerned



Concern About Events Affecting the 2026 Elections 

Heatmap - Unconcerned



Biggest Threat Concern

Which of the threats concern you the most? Please select your top three.



Biggest Threat Concern

Which of the threats concern you the most? Please select your top three.



State vs Federal Election Control

Which statement comes closer to your view of who should run elections in the states?



DOJ Voter Information Sharing

Following up on that topic… Recently, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) asked Georgia to provide social security numbers, full dates of birth, 
and driver’s license numbers of all Georgia voters as part of a federal review of state election processes. The DOJ has told Georgia that they will 
share that information with unnamed third parties to conduct the review. People have different views about whether Georgia should provide this 
information. Based on what you’ve heard, how do you feel about Georgia providing social security numbers, full dates of birth , and driver’s license 
numbers of all Georgia voters to the DOJ and their unnamed contractors?



GA SB 202 Legislation

In 2021, Georgia implemented a series of reforms to the state’s election rules — including changes to absentee ballot rules, voter ID 
requirements, ballot drop box availability, and early voting procedures. Looking back, do you believe those reforms have made
elections in Georgia more secure or less secure?



In-Person Voting Experience

Thinking about your experience voting in-person – either early or on Election Day – how would you rate your overall experience 
using the voting machines to print your paper ballot for casting?



GA Voting System Change

Georgia currently utilizes touchscreen voting machines that print out a paper ballot, which is then tabulated. Some in the Georgia 
legislature want to move to hand-marked ballots instead. Would you support or oppose Georgia replacing its current voting system
prior to the 2026 elections?



Initial Election Confidence

How confident are you that Georgia’s voting and ballot tabulation process will accurately cast and count votes in 2026?



Messages

Transparency: Georgia elections use paper ballots and conducts public audits after each election. Anyone can 
watch these steps, so voters know the process is transparent.

Photo ID: Photo ID is required to vote in person, and absentee ballots must include a driver’s license or state 
ID number. Election officials verify eligibility to ensure only qualified voters cast ballots.

Identity Verification: Mail ballots include a signed envelope and ID information. Counties verify voter details to 
prevent fraud while keeping voting accessible.

Election Accuracy: Georgia processes early ballots as they arrive, with results released only after polls close. 
Election Day ballots are checked and counted to ensure every vote is accurate.

Drop Box Security: Ballot drop boxes are located inside early voting sites, monitored during voting hours, and 
follow chain-of-custody procedures. Every transfer is tracked, making them a secure way to return ballots.

Citizenship Verification: Georgia verifies citizenship when people register to vote. Election officials regularly 
conduct audits to ensure that all registered voters are US citizens.



Messages

The following is information about Georgia’s election policies and procedures that you may hear or see in the news or in 
advertisements. Select whether the information makes you more or less confident in Georgia’s election policies and procedures .



Messages Heatmaps



How to Read a Cygnal Message Map

Net Impact (Y Axis)

The vertical position of each 

messages indicates the NET 

impact – or popularity – of 

each message. Messages 

with highest position have 

the broadest appeal. The 

closer a message is to the 

bottom of Net Impact, the 

more drag it has meaning it 

can cut against you.

Effectiveness (X Axis)

The horizontal position of each 

messages indicates the 

message’s persuasion power – 

the most important function. 

Messages positioned furthest 

to the right are the most 

effective in changing a voter's 

opinion. Pay attention to the 

effectiveness scale at the 

bottom and how messages 

compare graph-to-graph; 

standard range is 0 to 2.

Believability (Bubble Size)

The size of each messages 

bubble reflects the intensity of 

responses (called believability). 

Larger bubbles reflect a high 

concentration of respondents 

choosing much more/less likely. 

This is a comparative tool for 

impact but third in importance of 

the overall graph.

Message 6 is the best 
option as it is the most 

effective AND has the 

highest NET impact.

Messages 1 & 3 have high NET 
impacts but are not as effective as 

Message 6 in persuading voters.

Messages 2 & 7 should be avoided as 
they have a low NET impact and are 

not effective in persuading voters.
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Informed Election Confidence

How confident are you that Georgia’s voting and ballot tabulation process will accurately cast and count votes in 2026?



Percent Change: Initial to Informed Election Confidence
Initial Informed

Confident +5 from Initial



Redistricting Opinion

Every ten years, the U.S. conducts a census, and states usually redraw their congressional and legislative district maps after the 
census. Some states have been changing their maps in the middle of the decade, not waiting for the next census. Do you think states 
should be allowed to redraw district lines mid-decade for partisan advantage, or should they keep the maps set until the next 
census?



Fulton Election Records Raid

As you may know, federal agents recently executed a search warrant at the Fulton County elections office to obtain 2020 elect ion
records. From what you’ve heard, do you think this action was…



Fulton Raid Impact on Election Confidence

Does the FBI raid on the Fulton County elections office make you feel more confident or less confident that elections in Geor gia will 
be run fairly in the future?



News Source

What are your primary sources for news? Select up to three options.



Segmentation Analysis:
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Demographics (Overall)

Sex Age Range

44.5% 
Male

55.5% 
Female

45.8% have at least

a College degree

Household Income

Education Race/Ethnicity

Ideology

Feb '26 Sample size: 600

Geo

54.0% have no college degree

General Election X of 42024 Retro Ballot



Demographics [2020 Election Confidence (2020 Fraud)]

Sex Age Range

46.2% 
Male

53.8% 
Female

34.0% have at least

a College degree

Household Income

Education Race/Ethnicity

Ideology

2020 Fraud Feb '26 Sample size: 206

Geo

65.5% have no college degree

General Election X of 42024 Retro Ballot



Demographics [2024 Election Confidence (2024 Fraud)]

Sex Age Range

33.5% 
Male

66.5% 
Female

33.0% have at least

a College degree

Household Income

Education Race/Ethnicity

Ideology

2024 Fraud Feb '26 Sample size: 94

Geo

67.0% have no college degree

General Election X of 42024 Retro Ballot
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